Cotrimoxazole, clinical uses and malaria chemotherapy.
Microbial infections still account for considerable morbidity and mortality in sub-Saharan Africa. The importance of chemotherapeutic agents cannot be over-emphasized. Some antimicrobial agents provide broad spectrum of activity spanning different classes of bacterial and protozoan diseases. Cotrimoxazole, an antifolate antimicrobial was originally meant for treatment of bacterial diseases but has been shown to be an effective drug in the treatment of malaria amongst other conditions. This review attempted to explore the pharmacology of cotrimoxazole, its many clinical uses and adverse effects. Specific experiences of the author in the application of cotrimoxazole in the treatment of acute uncomplicated falciparum malaria were highlighted and suggestions on how to optimize the use of this drug were made.